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ATTENTION AMERICAN SPONSORS-
ANNUAL FEE INCREASE
It is with much regret that we must in-
crease our American sponsor fees from
$20 to $25 in 2008. We have found an
increase in expenses in the past three
years, including a tripling of costs for
books alone. We would like to offer a bit
more money per student for the feeding
program as bread and peanut butter
costs have increased also. Our Canadian
sponsors have been paying this fee since
September 2005 because of the weak
Canadian dollar. It is now holding strong,
so their fees will remain the same.

If you are making automatic payments
on your credit card or from your bank
account, you can contact us to have the
payments increased by one of three con-
venient ways.

• Email us at fishing@starfishkids.org.
• Call OMS Headquarters at

317.881.6751. Please ask for
Kelli Bryant.

• Write us at OMS International,
P.O. Box A, Greenwood, IN 46142-6599,
Attention: Financial Department.

We appreciate your faithfulness in sup-
porting your Starfish Kid.

OUR 2008 STARFISH KIDS PHOTO SHOOT was
a huge success. We traveled to 30 schools
in just 15 days and photographed more
than 2,000 students.  We traveled deep
into the cities and “bumped” our way
through the beautiful countryside. We were
greeted with smiles and words of apprecia-
tion wherever we went. We challenged the
students (often with bribes) to give us a big
smile for their photo. Smiling for photos is
not cultural. Children don’t always under-
stand how to “turn on” a smile for the cam-
era. Often, after a solemn photo, the kids
would break into a huge grin as they
walked away. In this year's photos, we tried
to get a new variety of backgrounds. We
used a busy street as well as bamboo and
banana trees. In many of our photos, we
grouped the kids together because we
found that there was so much busy street
as well as bamboo often able to catch the
action in the photo. Kids will be kids!

Please put this new photo with your previ-
ous photos. Notice how they have grown!
The students we first registered in grade 1
will now be graduating out of grade 6 and
elementary school this year.

Contacts
Website address:

www.StarfishKids.org
E-mail address:

fishing@starfishkids.org
U.S. mailing address:

OMS International
P.O. Box A

Greenwood, IN 46142-6599
U.S. supporters can send their payments

directly to our banking address at:

OMS International
P.O. Box 1648

Monument, CO 80132-1648
Canadian mailing and

banking address:

OMS International
293 Wellington St. N.

Box 132
Hamilton, ON L8L-8E7
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MALNUTRITION CONTINUES TO SHOW UP in
Haiti. We see it most often in the country. We
just took on our thirtieth school in January in
a town called Tru de Nord. We saw children
with stunted growth and rotten teeth. All 105
children in the school will benefit from the

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS! In December 2007,
the Lord’s blessings were on all the children
of the Flavil school. A Bible message was
shared with almost 100 children about Jesus’
desire for all the little children to come to
him. In fact, more than 30 first-time commit-
ments were made as a prayer for salvation
was offered! The celebration was on as we
distributed Christmas bags to all the children.
We thank “Christmas Bags for Haiti” for their
partnership in preparing and shipping these
bags. Each bag was full of creative learning
materials, coloring books, crayons, tooth-
paste and brush, candy, notebook, soap,
John and Romans Bible books, and a sub-
stantial toy. 750 bags were purchased for the
Starfish Kids school children.

TEACHER PROGRAMS
Mme. Jonathan, our school supervisor, has
been meeting with four of our top school di-
rectors, writing a teacher’s lesson plan. Our
teachers do the best they can, often with
only a little training for the job. These les-
son plans guide our teachers to teach cer-
tain pages of each book every week. It
helps them spend enough time on each new
lesson so that a good foundation can be
formed for the children's education.

All 250+ teachers will be meeting for three
days over the Easter break at our OMS
campus for a teachers’ conference.

nutritious feeding program…rich in protein
and vitamins. These children’s baby teeth
can’t be repaired, but there is hope for their
adult teeth when they come in.

A TESTIMONY FROM A SPONSOR
“When we first met our Starfish student,
we had a mountaintop experience.  Dur-
ing our first conversation with Jovenel,
along with Gillian Shoemaker (Starfish
Kids Director) and his pastor, he prayed
to accept Jesus while sitting on my
husband’s knee. Could it get any better?!
And yet, God had more in store.  The
next year we returned to Haiti and saw
him at his Sunday morning church ser-
vice. He was very attentive and wor-
shipped along side us. When asked, he
explained that his mother didn't attend

church because she isn't a Christian.
While sad, we were thankful he was at-
tending regularly.  After church, we gave
him his own Creole Bible. He immedi-
ately turned to me, beaming, and reeled
off something in Creole.  Although I
didn’t understand it, his smile said it all
as Gillian translated, ‘It's my Bible?  Can
I take it home?’ This year, we again re-
turned to Haiti and were blessed with an-
other visit to Jovenel's school.  As he
came out the door with his classmates,
we immediately recognized him, wonder-
ing if he would recognize us.  He smiled,
and we knew that he did!  He had grown
taller and immediately headed straight to
my husband’s open arms for a big hug.
It was a blessing to watch him interact
with Gillian as she translated back and
forth about his school work, church at-
tendance and family. She encouraged
him that there are lots of circumstances
in Haiti that are out of his control but
told him that he was in control of his
education. The youngest of four boys, we
found out he no longer has his father at
home. We assured him he has a heav-
enly Father who will never leave or for-
sake him and an ‘American family’ who
loves him and prays for him too!”

sfk-spring08final02.pmd 3/7/2008, 4:15 PM2


